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J anusry 7, 1936 

Am# Joseph Ty dings 

U,S, Seant© 

Washington, B,C, 

&mz Seentor f yd lags, 

Y©nr, letter of January 5, which 1 take to fee a fora, leaves me disquieted sad 
unsatisfied. It is not responsive to the things I said and in itself it ia an 
inadequate statement. I presume that it is in reply to my letters of hath the 
11th, and 19th, of Bec&aber, In both or these let tars Xxwas epeeific in referring 
to ear committments under th© {least® agreements end other things to which you" make 
no reference, I fear that in history oar country and this administration will be 
Judged not by the unilateral "committments” made to our puppets# which have no more 
steading than promises we make ourselves# but to cur official and b inding oblige* 
tieas made officially by ambassador Smith and reaffinaed by Secretary Dulles. our 
consistent and ill-considered violation of this pledged word, the basis of the 
end of the war, is one of the most shameful end at th© same time most stupid 
sriors our country has ever mac.©, for there is one thing worse than sitas wwt 
"failure* that could befell us - "success". 

On your trip to South Viet Nam®# without doubt you saw what the military wanted 
you to sea sad some other things that could he we concerned you# such es the 
fbcilities sad ©quiment available to our -sen, their morale , sad things like that. 
«hat lies behind this war you could not see; nor could you see its ©bheotive. In 
y°«r letter I note you say what out objectives ar© not . It wftgLfl be const ructiv© to 
nsv® an honest and credible statement of whet they are , f'hi a yon do not give. And 
your version of what they are not is at variance with both th© statements sad 
conduct of our military , Me territory or military garrison* fhey why ere we pay ing 
through th© nose for the most expensive kinds of permanent military lasts UationS* 

Our action is "appropriately, limited"* By the involvement c f another fascist govern* 
meat government, la Thsllandv % violations ©f the territorial if not political 
integrity of Laos and Cambodia* By th# imbolveaent x>f other countries* And we do 
not "want to destroy North Viet Not# merely persuafe it to stop asking .war against 
its neighbor", lore# Senator, you reveal you hawenH done your homework* first# there 
i® no doubt that m ham been destroying North Viet Nam. Second# it is not the 
"neighbor" , fhe Cone vs agreement celled for the unification of the country by 
^uly 1956, «© alow prevented this# end for a reason that is only disgracefully 
clear: there was in no one* s mind say doubt about the result of the election that 
was e condition of the agreement and the aiding of the war. It is a flatten unworthy 
of ea adult to p? 0 tead the t ^out.b. Tiet &&& is of ea& be a aspa^ate country# It i# 
beyo&d ovig oepselt; to briar this about, just ss it is beyond our capacity to got 
even those protending a belief in democracy to .lead the apology for e government 
we have installed and maintained. How do you feel about supporting a men whose 
open dedication is to Hitler end his beliefs, and ©van under public pressure refuses 
to withdraw them* T h la is "Premier* Ky, installed and maintained by a®, and, I 
might add, supported by you, X’hi" is the dedication to democracy and freedom for 
which w® * are fighting* It is shocking to me that without exception each end every 
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■ o negotia ted ■ Wit3^$fahl 3S why do 

i6i k& biii u bMtr 'your voice, load and clear, calling for this in meaningful terns} The 
President has done himself# Ms party (which is also mine) sad the country no 
good in saying he wants "^conditional discussions’". First, discussions are not 
negotiations# and# although the government seems to have retreated from that 
statement, there remains the "unconditional” pert. In the presence of s solemn 
agreement, the use of the word is la Itself an impossible condition except as a 
minimum demand for surrender# and that , clearly, will not be forthcoming from the 
side that ia a) legally ri$it and b) winning, despite the obfuscations that hare 
become our official policy and the tremendnoua investment of men, money and mater- 
ials. The shabby pretense that it is North Viet Nam we are fighting is not cslucls- 
ted td bring about any hind of negotiations, sad the explicit refusal of the 
administration to agree to negotiate with the real enemy, the National liberation 
-S’ront, is a clear declaration It is not serious about discussions, negotiation* or 
anything else except an excuse for further and more ghastly escalation of the 
most ehemeihi military adventure In our history, tmong the gaps in your homework. 
Senator, is the so-called "White Paper", represented by the State Department as 
proving the Infiltration of men and equipment from, the North. A n itself, this is 
no way proves the enemy is other than the SW, but in itself, it actually proves 
tbe oppositet The -bald lies of the State Egpertmant fere nr© shameful* If you doubt 
the accuracy of what I say, let me know and I’ll bring my s mot® ted copy to your 
office fbr you or any of your cssi starts to read. 



There is but one honorable settlement, and that is the one already agreed upon. 

3 hat kind of a world will we be living in if wars are ended by solemn agreements 
that can immediately be violated by powerful forces which can do this only because 
they sr8 under such irresponsible Gcntrol that they are willing to risk the in- 
cineration of the world as « consequence, leaving it up to the other side to he 
responsible and avoid this estas trophy and writing in history that it was they, not 
we, who were honorable and responsible? The time in which this can be accomplished 
while still saving any vestige of "face" for us is fast expiring. We can now still 
get away with ths pretense by celling for the immediate end complete implementation 
of the Geneva agreement and pretending this is whet we have been wanting all the 
time, making it seem like the other site vosn’t abiding by it. can then bow to 
the inevitable end, I hope, learn e lesson. 

But I know, from my own recent studies, that without major changes at home this is 
an idle hope. I have recently been making e study of false statements by our 
government, as you, I presume, are aim re. In pursuing this in other directions I 
have just finished "The Invisible Government" and em well into the Sehle singer book* 
These two alone (end X have consulted other sources ) make ova rwhelmingly Blear 
that the President is the captive of his advisors (as have his prod icessors been), 
that the advisers are ill-informed, Venal end often unbelievably wrong, and that 
they can and do create situations in which there is no control over the policy they 
create. In Sehleslngsr e lone, you could learn much from reading just those sections 
dealing with the Bey of Pigs and Southeast Asia* I assure you I have not exaggera- 
ted. Between them, the CJjl end the military have taken ail control of policy sway 
from the President. If they sincerely believe they are doing the right thing, they 
still cannot be light, for this is not their function, it is the opposite of their 
proper function, and it is more subversive of our system than anything from abroad 
can possibly be. Almost as bad, it is self-defeating. And, alee, they have a 
history of being undeviatiBgly wrong. T®t, with such a record, we continue to 
follow them. %at can be said of the State department, which has merely agreed, is 
no credit to it. They, too, have been consistently wrong* ° a ly our wealth and our 
might 0 ^ugpert » Ubv> >We> >srej* *a«Ml ■> emo cob fMent a you ; realize, P without s a»y .signlfl ©ant 
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■laS ■tl^ t ial4t 6 ^# s thf^-%6* i S,'% s, sa^ A°t&«<ii^i$aii# T 3$r our futu*»*«fi«aPTaoa®^es» such 
a 4 £ l^sfiM u 81 s ours continue this way? How long den we pnbiis$rdebage everything in 
©nr history? How much longer san we violate out own beliefs and principles, end 
tell ourselves we are doing the right thing, that' we are being true to ourselves 
and our principles? 



some point the executive is going to have to take control of the policy-making 
of the government or we shall have a kind m dost want* ^is, too, Is no idle 
speculation, ^ead for youraelf ■Sehlesiager* 8 account ©f how General X-sanitzsr 
:spelled out for President Kennedy how our military was going to step by step provoke 
e war with China. Or how, a a President Kennedy learned, the CIA never stopped 
working 'to o verht row the neutrality of Laos, even when it iss official policy. 



I write you with feeling and at such great length because 1 fear that we are at 
s point in history where our wealth and power are not enough to maintain us and 
inhere their abuse endangers our system of government. The time When idle words 
will serve say useful purpose is past. Wo face sa enormous risk abroad, from which 
there is no possibility of benefit or profit, ana as greet a danger at home. And 
in the course of achieving this monstrosity* we have strengthened everything we 
oppose* We have dignified and credited the Conomniet countries as they could newer 
have done themselves. 



Political expedience may seem to lie in the effort to achieve e middle position* 
Actually, the forces and disasters that are involved may soon show there is no 
middle position. Bight now meaningful things must be done to change the situation, 
to doing it first -under control and then to terminate it decently. Politicians in 
the near future will be judged on how they addressed themselves to this* The 
evasions in your fora letter will do neither you nor our party much good by the 
time you run again, for the situation will be that mush different than it is now* 

The time for taking a clear, meaningful and honest position is now, Senator, before 
we have to face what we are seemingly irrevocably pointing toward* 

And the time for palietives is now also past* Here I refer to your belief that there 
should be greeter emphasis on economic development end social reform. There is no 
social reform possible under a £££* fietituous government headed by an avowed 
Hitlerite. And there are not enough people sad not enough land ©a our side to 
benefit from the economic re form! If they ere ever instituted* History shows that 
almost all of this is grafted, and I can tell you stories from my own knowledge of 
that, too, Bemember, Senator, we cannot deliver electricity to Saigon from six 
miles away. %ere ere you going to institute these reforms and establish these 
benefits'* Respite oar typewriter end adding-machine victories* there is now less 
territory under our control or that of cur stooges than there was before we put 8 
quarter or a million men into this. And remember, even the claims of the State 
Department, if accurate (and there is nothing in the wou ld* , based upon its recent 
history, to make one believe thbse claims are accurate J^sJadLy e minor fraction of 
theaen on the other side come from the Horth. 

I do hop© you will see your way clear to face this honestly and squarely, for 
the sake of ell of us - our country, our principles, end your own future. 

Sincerely yours. 



Harold Weisberg 
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